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to marry the prince of Wales to a protestant. Before this peti-
tion was formally presented, James, egged on by Gondomar,
the Spanish ambassador, wrote to the Speaker. Hearing that
'some fiery and popular spirits' were debating questions far above
their reach and tending to violate the royal prerogative?, the
king demanded that no one in the house should henceforth pre-
sume to meddle 'with anything concerning our government or
matters of state', and particularly not with the Spanish match.
Furthermore the Icing said that he felt himself Very free and
able to punish any man's misdemeanors in parliament, as well
during their sitting as after. Which we mean not to spare here*
after upon any occasion of any man's insolent behaviour there'.
The commons then drew up an explanation of their petition!
in which they acknowledged that to make peace and war
and to marry the prince of Wales appertained solely to the
royal prerogative. The reason for their petition, therefore,
was merely to bring to the king's attention certain facts which
might not otherwise cornc to his knowledge, and they now asked
him to receive their answer and petition. This explanation was
not unnaturally roughly handled by the king, who pointed otu
that it was idle to protest at one place that they did not intend
to entrench upon the prerogative and yet in reality to usurp it by
their advice. Thereupon the commons drafted the famous Pro*
testation of 18 December 1621, in which they denied, by impli-
cation, the king's claim to the right to imprison members at his
will, by asserting that their lives and privileges were *f he ancient
and undoubted birthright and inheritance of the subjects of
England'. They replied to the king's denial of their right to
discuss foreign relations with the statement that what concerned
the king, state, defence of the realm, and the church uf England
were proper subjects for counsel and debute in parliament and
that they had every right to discuss and resolve them.1
This was too much for James's patience, and he first adjourned
and then dissolved parliament, Coke and Sir Robert* Philips
were imprisoned, and Pym confined to his house, for their share
in the proceedings- Further to mark his disapprobation, the
king ordered the production of the journal of the commons, at
a meeting of the privy council, and tore out the offending pro-
testation. At the same time he made a speech condemning it
because it was framed in ambiguous and general terms that
1 Tanner, Constitutional Documents» pp, 374 -%«

